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Dear Sir: 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted: 

X under 37 CFR 1 .97(b), or 

(Within three months of filing national application; or date of entry of 
international application; or before mailing date of first office action on the 
merits; whichever occurs last) 



under 37 CFR 1 .97(c) together with either a: 

Certification under 37 CFR 1.97(e), or 

a $180.00 fee under 37 CFR 1.1 7(p), or 

(After the CFR 1 .97(b) time period, but before final action or notice of 

allowance, whichever occurs first) 

under 37 CFR 1 .97(d) together with a: 

Certification under 37 CFR 1 .97(e), and 

a petition under 37 CFR 1 .97(d)(2)(ii), and 

a $130.00 petition fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(i)(1). 

(Filed after final action or notice of allowance, whichever occurs first, 

but before payment of the issue fee) 

X Applicant(s) submit herewith Form PTO 1 449-1 nformation Disclosure Citation 
with copies, of patents, publications or other information of which applicant(s) are 
aware, which applicant(s) believe(s) may be material to the examination of this 
application and for which there may be a duty to disclose in accordance with 37 CFR 
1.56. 



Neither this statement nor the listing of these documents on the accompanying 
form PTO-1449 should be considered as an admission by Applicants that these 
materials are prior art as to Applicants. In addition, this statement should not be 
construed as a representation that no better disclosures exist. 

The German language EPO document no. EP 0 927 792 A2 was cited in the 
International Search Report for the parent PCT application of the current patent 
application as a "A" reference for claims 1, 5-7, and 21. A copy of the International 
Search Report is attached. 

Entry of the Information Disclosure Statement and the accompanying Form PTO- 
1449 are respectfully solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 




George A. Metzenthin, Esq. 
Reg. No. 41,995 
CAHN & SAMUELS, LLP 
2000 P Street, N.W., Suite 200 
Washington, DC 20036 
Telephone: (202)331-8777 
Facsimile: (202)331-3838 



Febmary 2, 2004 




Undi 



PTO/SB/08A (10-01) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
uction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infomnation unless it displays a valid OMB 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/633,663 


Filing Date 


August 5, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Drost. Andreas et al. 


Art Unit 


3671 


Examiner Name 




Sheet 1 Of ^ 


Attorney Docket Number 


411.0005 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number - Kind Code^ {if known) 






US^,773,790 


09-27-1988 


HAGENAH. Gerhard 








US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Nanf\e of Patentee or Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 




Country Code^ - Number* - Kind 
Code^(ir^otvn) 






EP 0 927 792 A2 


07-07-1999 


Fiege & Bertoii GmblH & Co. KG 





































































































































Examiner 


1 Date 




Signature 


1 Considered 





•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

^Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.aov or MPEP 901 .04. 
Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). ''For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of 
the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. ®Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the 
document under WlPO Standard ST, 16 if possible. ^Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
Burden Hour Statement; This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, DC 20231 . 



